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STATE OF COLORADO 
SECRETARY OF STATE 
Administrative Hearing Office 
1700 Broadway, Suite 550 
Denver, CO 80290 

 

Case number:  2026 AHO 02 (Notary) 
 

 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO, 
 Petitioner 
v. 
GARY PAUL BROWN, NOTARY PUBLIC ID NO. 20224023588, 
 Respondent 
 

ORDER OF DISMISSAL 
 

 
1. THIS MATTER comes before the Court on the Secretary’s Motion to Dismiss 

the case with prejudice. The Deputy Secretary and Respondent have executed an Order 
and Stipulation for Suspension immediately suspending Respondent’s notary commission 
pending a) the completion of a notary training course with the office of the Secretary of 
State or an approved vendor and b) Respondent’s passing the Secretary of State’s notary 
public examination. Completion of those two steps will allow Respondent to apply to the  
Division to lift the suspension in order to be placed on active status once again. 

2. The Order and Stipulation is hereby adopted as the Order of this 
administrative court resolving the claims asserted in the Complaint.  

3. Further, the Motion to Dismiss the case with prejudice is GRANTED. 

Ordered this 20th  day of April 2026. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies that one true copy of this Order of Dismissal was 
sent via email on April 20, 2026 to the following: 

Sonia Raichur Russo, Esq. 
Senior Assistant Attorney General 
1300 Broadway, 10th Floor 
Denver, CO 80203 
Telephone: (720) 508-6685 
sonia.russo@coag.gov 
Attorney for the Business and Licensing Division 
Counsel of Record 
 
Melissa Drazen-Smith, Esq.  
MDS Legal Consultants, LLC 
8700 E. Jefferson Ave., #371315  
melissa@mdslegal.org 
Counsel for Respondent 
 
Gary Paul Brown 
906 Fire Rock Place 
Colorado Springs, CO 80921 
gary.brown@schwab.com 
garybrown.esq@mail.com 
Respondent 
 
Ares Minks  
1010 Becky Drive  
Colorado Springs, CO CO 80921  
aresminks@gmail.com 
Third-Party Complainant 

/s/ N. B. Porte 
Nathan Borochoff-Porte, Administrative Court Clerk 


